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You are suspected of 
committing a criminal offence
You have been arrested as a suspect and taken to the police station, or 
you have been invited to be interviewed.

You are aged between 12 and 18 and you have done 
something that is against the law. For instance, 
committing an act of vandalism, theft or assault. The 
police (or another investigative service or authority) 
have arrested you, taken you to the police station and 
are investigating the matter. Or you have been asked to 
come to the police station because the police wish to 
interview you. An interview means that the police wish 
to talk with you and will ask you questions. It is 
important that you know what your rights are. You 
should therefore read this information carefully. Any 
further questions you then have can be put to your 
lawyer or the police.

You have been arrested and taken to the 
police station

What are your rights?

• The police must tell you what you are suspected of.
• The police must arrange a legal representative – a lawyer 
– for you. The lawyer always works solely on your behalf 
and is not attached to the police. If the police arrange for a 
lawyer to come, they will pass your details (name, address, 
date of birth, etc.) on to the Legal Aid Board (Raad voor 
Rechtsbijstand). The Legal Aid Board records your details and 
passes them on to your lawyer.

Information for parents, guardian or carers
Your child is suspected of committing a criminal offence. This factsheet explains what rights your child has during the 
police investigation. The police must inform you that your child has been arrested and is being held at the police station. 
The police must also keep you informed about the further course of the investigation. You can make arrangements with 
the police on phoning and visiting your child. 

More information 
For more information, visit www.juridischloket.nl or phone 0900 – 8020 (calls are charged at €0.25 per minute).
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• You will be brought before an assistant public prosecutor 
(hulpofficier van justitie), who is a senior figure with the 
police. He or she will tell you what your rights are and can 
ask you questions. You do not need to answer the 
questions (although you may, if you wish). You have the 
right to remain silent. The assistant public prosecutor will 
also tell what will happen next and will decide whether or 
not you must remain at the police station.

• A doctor, or someone working for a doctor, can check 
whether you are healthy enough to be interviewed or 
undergo a different police investigation. Provided that 
there is a good reason, the police, your lawyer, your 
parents (guardian or carers) or you can ask for this doctor. 
The doctor can indicate that the police should wait a while 
before interviewing you or conducting a different police 
investigation. The police do not need to do this. The 
examination by the doctor is free of charge.

• If you do not speak or understand Dutch, or only a little, 
you are entitled to the assistance of a translator 
(interpreter). An interpreter will be provided free of charge.

• You have the right to read the case documents (what the 
police have written down about your case). However, the 
assistant public prosecutor may decide that you are not 
allowed to do this for the time being. If you do not 
understand Dutch, or only a little, you have the right to 
read the most important parts in your own language so 
that you do understand what is written.

What else happens?

• The police must tell your parents (guardian or carers) that 
you are being detained by the police. If you do not have 
any parents (guardian or carers) or they cannot be reached, 
the police will ask you for the name of an adult they can 
phone. If there is no adult they can phone, the police will 
contact the Child Care and Protection Board (Raad voor de 
Kinderbescherming).

• The Child Care and Protection Board can also examine 
what the appropriate punishment and/or assistance is for 
you. In doing this, they will consider your situation, what 
you have done and the seriousness of what you have done.

• Your parents (guardian or carers) may phone and visit you 
at the police station.

• If you do not have Dutch nationality, you can ask the police 
to contact your country’s embassy.

Detention by the police

• If you are suspected of a minor offence, such as using 
insulting language, you can be held by the police for up  
to 6 hours. This does not include night-time hours  
(between 00:00 and 09:00 hours). After this, the police must 
release you.

• If you are suspected of a serious offence (e.g. vandalism, theft 
or assault), you can be held by the police for up to 9 hours. 
This also does not include night-time hours (between 00:00 
and 09.00 hours). After this, it will be decided whether you 
must be detained for longer. The maximum period of this 
extended detention is 3 days (this is known as detention in 
policy custody (inverzekeringstelling)).

• If you arrested in the evening, the police can decide to 
interview you later. The police will then make an 
appointment with you and your parents (guardian or carers) 
for the next day at the police station. You must keep this 
appointment.

• If you are detained in police custody, you may sometimes be 
allowed to sleep elsewhere, for instance at home. You will 
still be held at the police station during the day. The police 
and the public prosecutor decide whether this is possible.  
A decision to detain you in custody for longer must be made 
by a magistrate.

• You should ask your lawyer what to do if you disagree with 
your arrest or with being held in custody for longer.

• If you feel unwell, you should tell your lawyer or the police. 
The police will arrange for you to be seen by a doctor or to be 
given medicines.

• As soon as it is no longer necessary for you to remain in 
police custody, you must be released.

Lawyer

• If you are detained at the police station, the police will 
arrange for you to have a lawyer. A lawyer is there for you 
and only does what you have discussed together.

• If you know a lawyer and want to see him or her, you should 
let the police know. They will then contact the lawyer on 
your behalf.

• A lawyer will come to advise you as soon as possible. You will 
need to wait for the lawyer: this can take approximately  
2 hours. The police do not listen in when you are talking 
with your lawyer. The lawyer may not discuss any details of 
this talk with others, including with the police. The lawyer 
will only do so with your permission. If an interpreter 
assisted when you talked with a lawyer, he or she may also 
not discuss any details with the police.

• If you were arrested by the police, a lawyer is usually free of 
charge. If you were not arrested, but were asked to come to 
the police station to help the police with their inquiries, a 
lawyer is not free of charge. Always ask your lawyer whether 
he or she is available to you free of charge.
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Interview

Talking with the police

• The police will talk with you and may ask you questions. 
This is known as an interview.

• You do not need to answer the police’s questions (although 
you may, if you wish). You have the right to remain silent. 

1. Before the interview

• Before the police ask you any questions, you first have the 
opportunity to discuss what happened with your lawyer. 
You can talk with your lawyer for about half an hour. You 
may be given more time, if needed.

• An interpreter can assist you when talking with your 
lawyer, if needed.

• The lawyer will tell you what to expect during the interview 
and will advise you about what to do or say to the police. 
The lawyer can also contact your family, your boss at work 
or your work experience place to tell them that you are at 
the police station. The lawyer will only do this with your 
permission.

2. During the interview

• Speak up if you do not understand the police. The police 
must then explain it to you clearly using other words.

• An interpreter can assist you during the interview, if 
needed.

Lawyer present during the interview

A lawyer sits next to you in the interview room and may:
• be present during the interview;
• make comments at the start and end of the interview;
• ask the police questions;
• ask you whether you understand what is being said;
• ensure that you are not obliged to say anything;
• ensure that the police do not frighten you;
• ask for the interview to be suspended. This allows the 

lawyer time to talk with you alone. You can also ask to talk 
alone with your lawyer. If you ask this too often, the police 
can refuse.

Filming or recording the interview

• The police must sometimes record an interview using a 
camera and/or microphone. For instance, in case of serious 
criminal offences involving serious injury to a person or 
persons. This is governed by a set of rules. The police must 
tell you at the start of the interview if they intend to make 
video or sound recordings. 

Trusted person present during interview

• A person you trust (a trusted person) may also be present at 
any interview the police conduct with you. Your father or 
mother or another adult, for instance. Tell your lawyer and 
the police if you want a trusted person to be present. It is 
not compulsory to ask for a trusted person to be present 
during the interview.

• The trusted person may only listen. He or she may sit near 
you, but may not say anything. The trusted person must be 
aged 18 or older and may not have any involvement in the 
criminal offence of which you are suspected.

• The police can sometimes refuse to allow a trusted person 
to be present during the interview. In that case, the police 
must first ask the public prosecutor whether he or she 
agrees to this.

Report

• A report is made of an interview. This is known as a police 
report (proces-verbaal). This is an important record of what 
you told the police during the interview. It is your account 
(statement) of what happened.

• The public prosecutor, followed sometimes also by a judge 
or magistrate, read later what you told the police. It is 
therefore important that you read carefully what is written 
down. If you have difficulty reading, ask the police to read 
it out to you.

• If you agree that the report is an accurate account of what 
you said, the police will ask you to place your name and 
signature underneath it. If you do not agree that the report 
is an accurate account of what you said, you can ask the 
police to alter it and note your comment alongside the 
alteration. The lawyer can also check whether the police 
have accurately written down what you said and help you 
with this.
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