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You are suspected of a criminal offence

You have been arrested and taken into custody by the police or another 
investigation service. Or you have been invited to an interview. 
This information sheets explains what your rights are and what 
happens after you have been interviewed.

Whenever this information sheet mentions ‘the police’, this can 
also refer to another investigation service.

Do you have any questions?

Please read this information sheet carefully. If you have any 
questions after reading it, please ask them to your lawyer, the police 
or any other investigation service handling your case.

For more information, go to the website of the Legal Aid and Advice 
Centre (www.juridischloket.nl, only available in Dutch), or call 
them on 0900 8020 (€0.10 per minute). You can call the Legal Aid 
and Advice Centre from Monday to Friday between 9:00 a.m. and 
5:00 p.m. 

If you don’t understand and speak Dutch at 
an adequate level
If you don’t understand and speak Dutch at an adequate level,  
you will have the right to an interpreter. This will be free of charge. 
You will also have the right to have certain documents translated, 
such as the police custody order and the summons.

If the police have invited you to an interview
If the police have invited you to an interview because you are 
suspected of a criminal offence, you will be required to identify 

yourself before the interview. So you will have to bring a valid ID, 
such as your passport or European identity card. 

You can contact a lawyer before you are interviewed. A lawyer can 
give you information and legal advice, and may also be present 
during the interview. This is explained in more detail below.  
If you personally arrange a lawyer, you will have to pay the costs.

If you have been arrested by the police and 
taken to the police station
If you have been arrested by the police because you are suspected of 
a criminal offence, you will be interviewed by the police. This means 
that the police may ask you questions.

Your rights:

•  You have the right to know of which criminal offence you are 
suspected.

•  You have the right not to answer questions (right to remain silent).
•  You have the right to speak confidentially with a lawyer before 

your first interview and any subsequent interviews.
•  You have the right to the presence of a lawyer during the 

interview to give you legal assistance. 
•  If don’t understand something, please tell this to the police. 

Please also tell the police when you feel ill, want to speak to a 
doctor or urgently need medical care or medication.
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•  If the public prosecutor or assistant public prosecutor decides 
that you must stay at the police station, you have the right to 
inform someone you know (such as a family member or a 
housemate) that you are in police custody. In some cases,  
the public prosecutor or assistant public prosecutor can decide 
that you must be temporarily released from police custody.  
He/she will then inform you of this.

•  If you do not have Dutch nationality, you may ask that your 
country’s consulate or embassy be informed that you are in  
police custody.

•  You have the right to see documents available about your case. 
However, the public prosecutor can in certain cases decide that 
this is not permitted. He/she will then inform you of this.

How long can the police keep you in custody?
•  Depending on the offence you are suspected of, the police may 

keep you in custody at the police station for up to 90 hours  
(3 days and 18 hours).

•  If the investigation requires that your police custody be extended, 
the court will decide whether it is to be extended. If you disagree 
with your arrest or a court decision to extend your police custody, 
you can ask your lawyer for advice.

Right to legal assistance by a lawyer
You have the right to a confidential meeting with a lawyer for 30 
minutes before you are interviewed by the police. This meeting can 
be extended by 30 minutes if necessary. Whether a lawyer is 
arranged for you will depend on the seriousness of the criminal 
offence you are suspected of.
•  If you are suspected of a very serious offence punishable by a 

prison term of 12 years or more (such as murder or manslaughter), 
or if the police consider you to be vulnerable because of your 
mental state, a lawyer will be arranged automatically to speak 
with you. This will be free of charge.

•  If you don’t want to have a meeting with a lawyer, please clearly 
say this to the lawyer.

•  If you are suspected of a serious offence – one for which you can 
be detained before you stand trial (such as burglary) – you can 
choose if you want to have a lawyer arranged for you to speak 
with before the police interview. If you wish, the police will 
arrange a lawyer for you. This will be free of charge.

•  If you are suspected of a less serious offence, you can choose if 
you want to speak with a lawyer. You will then need to personally 
contact a lawyer and pay the costs of the meeting with this lawyer.

If you are unsure which of these situations applies to you, ask the following:
•  Will a lawyer be arranged for me automatically, or can I choose  

if I want to have a lawyer?
•  Will the costs of the lawyer’s legal assistance be payable by me?

If you know a lawyer who you would like to be assisted by, please 
inform the police about this. If your lawyer is not registered with 
the Legal Aid Board, you will have to personally pay the costs. If you 
provide personal data to the police in order to arrange a lawyer, 
these personal data will be processed by the Legal Aid Board.

You also have the right to the presence of a lawyer during the police 
interview. If you are suspected of a serious offence, this legal 
assistance will be free of charge. If you are suspected of a less 
serious offence, the costs of this will be payable by you.

Please also note that:
•  if you have said you don’t want legal assistance from a lawyer,  

you can always change your mind;
•  if you have said you want legal assistance from a lawyer, the 

police are not allowed to start the interview before you have 
spoken with your lawyer. The only exception to this is when there 
is an urgent necessity to start the interview straight away, such as 
a life-threatening situation.

Please bear in mind that it may take some time before the lawyer 
arrives. As a rule, the lawyer should arrive within two hours after  
the police have requested a lawyer.

What can a lawyer do for you before the police interview?
Before you are interviewed, the lawyer can assist you as follows:
• explain what the offence you are suspected of entails;
• give legal advice;
• explain the process of a police interview;
• explain what your rights and duties are during an interview;
•  contact your family or employer to inform them about your 

situation, if you wish.

The police will not listen in on the meeting with your lawyer. 
Everything you discuss with the lawyer is confidential. Your lawyer is 
not allowed to speak to the police, the public prosecutor or anyone 
else about what you discussed, except with your permission. 

What can a lawyer do for you during the police interview?
•  The lawyer can make comments or ask questions to the interviewing 

officer at the start and end of the interview.
•  During the interview, you or your lawyer can ask for the interview 

to be paused so that you can consult with your lawyer. If you do 
this too often, the interviewing officer can refuse such a request.

•  If you don’t understand questions or comments, if you feel 
pressured during the interview, or if you are unable to continue 
with the interview due to health reasons, your lawyer can inform 
the interviewing officer of this.

What can a lawyer do for you after the police interview?
•  After the interview, you and your lawyer can see the official report 

of the interview and inform the police if there are any inaccuracies 
in the report.

•  In addition, your lawyer can inform you what you can do if you 
disagree with a decision to extend your police custody.
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What happens after you have been 
interviewed?
After the interview, the public prosecutor will decide what to  
do about your case. The public prosecutor can make one the  
following decisions.

Dismissal of the case
Your case may be dismissed. This means that you are not prosecuted. 
When your case is dismissed, this may be subject to certain 
conditions you must comply with.

For example, you may be banned from contacting the victim and/or 
placed under probation supervision with special conditions. If you 
don’t comply with these conditions or commit another criminal 
offence, you can still be summonsed to appear in court for the case 
that was dismissed. 

Penalty order
If the public prosecutor determines that you are guilty, the public 
prosecutor can issue a penalty order. If you are issued with a penalty 
order, this may entail that you are fined or required to do commu-
nity service. Or you may be banned from driving a motor vehicle 
and/or a behavioural measure may be imposed (such as being 
banned from contacting the victim or being required to stay in 
contact with the probation service).

If you are fined, you may pay the fine straight away while you are 
still at the police station. However, you can only pay the fine after 
you have had the opportunity to discuss this with a lawyer. If you 
pay the fine straight away, this means the case against you is closed. 

If the public prosecutor decides to issue a penalty order that imposes 
a driving ban or community service, there will first be a hearing with 
the public prosecutor. You can consult with a lawyer before this 
hearing, and the lawyer can also be present during the hearing.  
If necessary, the hearing can be rescheduled to enable your lawyer  
to be present. The hearing may take place through a video link.

Out-of-court settlement
In certain cases, the public prosecutor may offer an out-of-court 
settlement. An out-of-court settlement is subject to conditions.  
If you comply with these conditions, you will avoid any further 
criminal proceedings. An out-of-court settlement can involve any of 
the following: payment of an amount, payment of compensation to 
the victim, or relinquishing ownership of items seized by the police. 
If you fail to comply with any of the conditions by the applicable 
deadline, you will have to appear in court. An out-of-court 
settlement can also be paid straight away at the police station.  
This may be convenient, for example, if you have no permanent  
or temporary address in the Netherlands.

Court case
The public prosecutor may decide to bring your case to court.  
You will then receive a summons from the Public Prosecution 
Service. The summons will state of which offence you are accused, 
and the time and location of your court hearing. 

Receiving correspondence digitally via mijn.overheid.nl
You can choose to receive all correspondence from the Public 
Prosecution Service about your case digitally via mijn.overheid.nl,  
a website of the Dutch government. If you want to receive this 
correspondence digitally, log into your Berichtenbox on mijn.
overheid.nl with your DigiD, go to ‘Instellingen’ (settings) and  
tick the box for ‘Openbaar Ministerie’ (Public Prosecution Service). 

Whether you will get criminal record
If you accept a penalty order, or an out-of-court settlement offered 
by the public prosecutor, this will be entered in the judicial records, 
which means you will have a criminal record. As a result of this,  
you may be unable to obtain a certificate of conduct (VOG), which is 
required for certain jobs and internships. A lawyer can inform you 
in more detail about this. In addition, a leaflet is available at the 
police station that explains the consequences. For more informa-
tion about the VOG, go to: www.justis.nl/producten/vog.

http://www.justis.nl/producten/vog
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